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E Years Primary
Plan Unit
Subjects Social sciences
Competencies Thinking; Relating to others; Participating and
contributing
Outcomes 1. Identify and compare different cultures' practices
in relation to measuring time.
2. Present one aspect, either traditional or
contemporary, of the celebration of Matariki.
3. Discuss the ways in which the customs and
practices of tangata whenua are influencing and
contributing to a wider New Zealand culture.
4. Collaborate on a class-wide celebration of
Matariki.
Criteria
Theory
o Questions to ask primary students K2 T
Creating inclusive spaces E4R 0
Furniture and the physical space
An inclusive physical environment is student centred
and easy to navigate.
Notes
| should bring the resources out from the storeroom - move the
paper off the trolley in there - use the trolley as a resource station in
the class. Maybe in the middle at the back? Will need to label and
add photos to all the trays.
Creating inclusive spaces IE4R |
Seating
How furniture and seating are arranged signals to
students that a certain type of learning is expected of
them.
Notes
Yes! | could ask to have the old computer station bench along the
wall to be removed, now that we are BYOD, and then we'd have
more space for a reading/quiet corner.
Also arrange the seating in a horseshoe and put the resource trolley
in the centre.
Creating inclusive spaces (& Tl
Lighting
Adequate lighting, that can be adjusted, supports
learner engagement.
Notes
I'm not sure | can really change the lighting in my room, but if we did
take that computer bench out, | could make the reading corner in a
second-hand tent - if it was a light colour, like grey it would still let
enough light in. It'd be great if it had some height to it 50 | could go
in easily too.
Engagement
Putting the student at the wheel (& Tl
Students benefit from autonomy and being able to
make their own choices about how they will work.
Notes
| really like this idea -
"Use an online space to share what is expected of them so students
can access what is required of them, at anytime in any space and at
their pace."
I've most all my resources on my PC anyway, the whole syndicate has
- why don't we organise it so that students can see the work too? As
long as they can't edit the docs, Google Drive would probably work.
There might be something more student friendly we could find?
Add the link in the class blog on wordpress?
This would be so good as everyone can access it at home too.
Making it real (& 1
Students benefit from learning in real-life, hands-on,
experiential contexts.
Notes
This strategy is soooo awesome. | want to have larger syndicate talks
about this - perhaps watch that Gever Tulley summary of project-
based work as a starter to discuss how cool it would be to do
Matariki across everything - transform maths, literacy etc for the
duration of the unit to work towards a real event - like a school dawn
breakfast feast or something.... it won't happen this year, but we
could aim for next year. This strategy really gets me excited.
| also really like the Stonefields School's breakthrough time - 20% of
the week following the pupils passions. Might be more effective than
play-based learning - or at least give more direction to that. Kind of
the same idea really - but following the students passions would help
us be more purposeful in the resources we have organised. At the
moment with play-based learning, | feel like we just set out the same
stuff each time - it started well, but its not evolving.
Establishing reciprocal teaching E4|
Students benefit from becoming the teacher.
Notes
It'd be cool to use this for the presentations of different aspects of
Matariki. Maybe make a star ceiling for the classroom too, because
that giant cell in the video is epic. Reciprocal teaching involves four
‘thinking skills':
formulating questions to stimulate thoughtful discussion
clarifying ideas
predicting what might follow, using prior knowledge and available
information
summarising information.
Representation
Providing instructions in a variety of ways (& Tl
Students benefit from hearing instructions as well as
reading or seeing them.
Notes
This is such a great reminder. Quite often | think my instructions are
so clear, and I'll write them up for the lesson. And then they're gone -
even though we'll be returning to the work. | should laminate some
posters | can use year to year and velcro to the wall to explain step-
by-step processes around inquiries like this that students can refer to
after the first lesson on it.
Also, what about oral instructions being recorded? Voicethreading
would be good, especially once we have student exemplars - | could
record an instruction over top of the exemplars to show what various
students choose to do the year before. Yes! Buzzing.
Presenting information across a range of media (& Tl
Students benefit from being able to access information
via a variety of media.
Notes
Oh great. | need to look into using Popplet as the Matariki HQ for the
class - it might work better - be prettier and more intuitive to use and
look at than Google Docs... | could post exemplars, instructions, links,
videos. This looks good. | like how you can move it all around too.
Yes! Find videos explaining Matariki for the Popplet wall and then
students can access this anytime - out of school too.
| have to remember to add the Popplet wall to the class blog too and
ask parents too to contribute - waiata, share what they are doing for
Matariki this year etc..
Action and Expression
Making sure there are multiple ways for students to (& Tl
respond
Students benefit from access to a range of tools and
options for expressing their thinking.
Notes
| really need to brainstorm all the ways that students could work
together to present their knowledge around Matariki to the class. It
could be way broader than | was thinking. They'll all still need to be
answering an inguiry question, and have formulated some questions
for the audience (the class) to answer at the end of their
presentation, but it could be a powerpoint, or a poem, or a play, or
they could record it as a song - or do a big poster. Or a model? |
hadn't been thinking wide enough......
Using digital writing environments and word prediction (& Tl
packages
Students benefit from a digital writing environment.
Notes
Okay, read and write for google needs exploring. This would be great
syndicate wide. | need to chat to the LSC too, as | *think® we pay
auite a lot for a word prediction packaee that perhans we don't need
to anymore.
Ensuring student-centred progress and achievement (& Tl
Students benefit from monitoring their learning and
recognising their own progress.
Notes
My son had Storypark at kindy and it was fabulous - so | totally know
how these work. | would LOVE to have something equivalent at
school. | think we would have to pay, but surely worth it for a
seamless parent/teacher/student interaction.
How cool would it be for students to be uploading their work from
the day straight to the profile for their parents to see and comment
on? And what a record to refer to for reports and interviews. Game
changer. Another syndicate/school-wide conversation!
Adaptations and Differentiations
o Attention-Deficit /Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) & il
o Down syndrome Til]
Z ®

o Differentiation: Student SH

MNotes

| need to adjust the learning outcomes for her - she can still totally
take part in all of it, as a member of her group -b actually, perhaps
we can just guide her group to think about a way to express
knowledge without oral literacy. | think with all the other strategies
in place, she'll be good. | need to chat with the LSC about this. | don't
want to not be differentiating if | should be - but | think, probably,
with all the barriers out of the way, she'll be able to participate so
much more actively.
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